
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

February 2014, Issue 18 

Welcome to our latest newsletter full of the unique        
experiences that Coppice students have participated in 
this term. It never ceases to surprise me just how many 
extra opportunities our students can access as part of 
their wider school life and education. In addition to their 
usual lessons and homework there hardly seems to be 
enough hours in a week to fit them all in! Enjoy reading 
about our  students adventures at Coppice! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to explain our           
unexpected one day closure just before half term due to a 
leaking heating pipe discovered during the weekend. We 
are currently working very closely with the council to        
rectify these types of faults in the BSF build.                            
Unfortunately, the specified contractor required to repair 
the fault could not attend site until Monday, despite our 
own site staff attending to clean up and minimise the      
damage on Sunday;  a lack of heating and hot water 
made it impossible to open the school to students.  

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

FEBRUARY 

Thursday 27- Year 12/13 Parent Partnership Evening 

 

MARCH 

Wednesday 5 - Year 7 L2L Awards 

Monday 10 - AS Drama & Theatre Studies Practical Exam 

Tuesday 11 - Year 10 Booster Catch up 

Wednesday 12 - Year 10 Parent Partnership Evening 

Wednesday 12 - Year 11 Group Photo 

Wednesday 19 to Saturday 22 - School Production of  

‘OLIVER’ 

Friday 21 - Sports Relief, Non-Uniform Day 

Monday 31 - Year 8 HPV Injections 

 

APRIL 

Friday 4 to Sunday 6 - Ingestre Hall Residential Visit 

Friday 11 - INSET DAY 

Monday 14 to Friday 25 - Easter Holidays 
 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 

Winter is here and whilst you may not like the cold 
weather, if you log onto facebook.com/

WolverhamptonToday and like the page, we’ll deliver 

school closure notifications straight to your wall. 

Just Like That! 

www.facebook.com/WolverhamptonToday 
Please check the school website directly for bad 

weather information 
www.coppice.wolverhampton.sch.uk 

We have registered our concern with this closure with the 
council together with our disappointment in our  failed text 
message service which was unable to operate due to     
ongoing service issues with  the city wide BSF broadband 
service.   
 
As a school we are continuing to keep the council         
informed on a very regular basis about BSF issues which 
have impacted on our school and our students learning. 
As always we will use our school website as our primary 
method of informing parents about school closure.           
In addition we will endeavour to send text messages 
when the systems or  connection allows.   Can I ask all 
parents to ensure the school holds the most up to date 
email and mobile phone numbers, please contact               
reception to update your details.  
 
Mrs J Fletcher, Headteacher 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

Wednesday 19th to Saturday 22nd March. 

Tickets £8 Adults, £4 Concessions, Family Tickets £20 

Tickets available from School Reception 
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“I understood my 
verb tenses better, 

although I have 
learned the things 

we were taught   
today, I still found it 
helpful as  revision”. 
 
 

“I found it             

interesting to visit 

the Girls High; at 

first it was scary to 

work with teachers 

who had a different 

way of teaching, but 

I soon got used to 

it”.  

 
Year 7 L2L are having what they have described as 
a ‘great learning experience’. They have been     
turning their classrooms into ‘Environments’. Each 
group were given a different topic to research and 
teach to their peers. These topics were: Oceans, 
Antarctic, Mountains, Rainforests and Deserts. 
 

Students worked in groups to obtain medals. They 
planned what they wanted to teach, how they were 
going to do this, how the classroom would look like 
their chosen topic, what they and their peers were 
going to learn, how they were going to show      
learning and how they could meet their PLTS.     
Competitions were held, snow was made,         
mountains were climbed using  the correct         
equipment and  some went for a swim under the 
sea; all in the name of learning. 
 

A big thank you and well done goes to all the    
students for the maturity they demonstrated, how 
hard they worked and for the tasks they produced.  
Mrs M Harris, Teacher of Learn to Learn 

WOMEN IN  
ENGINEERING DAY 

Fifteen Year 9 G&T Technology 
students spent the day at      
Wolverhampton University       

looking at the facilities it has to offer. They 
viewed the various projects that the students 
are working  on and the elements of the course 
they are studying. They then spent time         
researching the GCSE's and A levels, they would 
need to go onto University. They also were         
given a chance to discuss ’Life as a University 
Student’ with an ex-Coppice student which they 
found really useful and definitely got them 
thinking about their future.   
 
Mr S Murphy, Teacher of Technology 

On Tuesday 4th February Year 
11 Health & Social Care      
students put on a brilliant 
event which has been weeks 
in the planning. During the 
morning senior members of 
the local community enjoyed 
activit ies including nail        
painting, tile painting, card 
playing, knitting and bingo. 
Refreshments were also       
available in the form of tea 
and traditional biscuits as well 
as freshly made smoothies. 
There was a great turn out 
and the guests were thrilled 
with the activities and every-
one left with something to 
show for their visit. 
In the afternoon Coppice     
students transformed the area 
into a playground for the 
young and students from a 
local primary school were 
invited to Coppice to take part 
in a variety of activities       
including face painting, bead 
making, shaker making and 
sand play. The children had a 
wonderful time. 

UCAS Applications 
Forty Year 13 students have applied through 
UCAS for University places for September 
2014, with an additional 7 students applying 
for specialist Performing Arts degrees at a 
range of Conservatoires. 

 
 

 

 
G&T Languages Workshop 
On Friday 10th January, twenty Year 9 students set off to Wolverhampton 
Girls High School for this special workshop. The students were split into two 
groups for the morning, to ensure all students had an opportunity to take 
part in the activities. The first was a Listening Task, all about One Direction. 
Although there were no “Directioners” in the group, everyone learnt a little 
more about the group, after listening intensively to a text about them.  
 
They were also given some handy tips to improve their Listening Skills. After 
the break, the group swapped activities. It was now time to find out how the 
entire Girard family died, in this “Murder Mystery” Reading Task. I was really 
proud of our  students, who coped well with the language elements of the 
task, but also because they employed their “Thinking Skills” to best effect to 
solve the  mystery. They were all able to report back their verdict in French, 
reaching the same conclusions, which cannot be revealed here! 
 
Ms J Francis,  Curriculum Area Leader for MFL 

The Coppice students     
involved did themselves 
proud as this event had 
obviously taken some     
careful planning and            
preparation. The aim of the 
day is to not only show 
that they have the skills to 
organise such an event but 
its also provides students 
studying this subject hands 
on experience interacting 
with members of the local       
community.  
 
Miss T Ireson, Teacher 
of Health & Social Care 

The students are now waiting eagerly to 
receive offers from their chosen             
Universities and many students have already 
heard  back from their chosen Institutions 
and have received offers of a place for          
September.  The students have applied for a 
wide range of courses including primary 
education, Geological Oceanography,        
Business and Accountancy and Forensic 
Science, plus many others.  Best of luck to 
all of our Year 13 students!                                              

Mrs K Lane, Director of Sixth Form 
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Drama, PE 

 
 
 

A Level Drama 

Devised Performances Exams 

On Tuesday 10th December the       

A-level Drama students presented 
their devised performances to a 

public audience. There were three 

performances in total, each linking 

to the theme of 'By-standers' and 

the students had been working on 
the pieces for three months. The 

evening was very successful and 

Mrs Bourne would like to          

congratulate all the students 

involved and thank the audience for 
being so supportive of the       

students' efforts.  

Mrs R Bourne, Head of Drama 

Musical Theatre Dance Workshop 

A professional Musical Theatre 
artist who works closely with the 
Birmingham Hippodrome and 
other touring theatre companies 
visited Coppice on Friday 7th 
February. Students who had 
worked considerably well in 
dance so far this year were  
invited to participate. The       
workshop took place for a full           
afternoon and the work  students 
achieved will lead towards a 
performance at the Coppice 
Dance Festival in July. 

 

 

 

 

Students from Year 7 Drama Club, Junior 

Drama Club and Senior Drama Club shared 
their devised performances with an audience 

of friends and family on 6th February 2014. 

All the performances were based around the 

theme of Fairy tales and Pantomimes and 

were created during after school Drama Club 

which happens on a Thursday.  The students 
showed excellent enthusiasm and the      

audience thoroughly enjoyed the creativity 

and confidence displayed on the performance 

evening. This showcase was great            

preparation for the students as on Thursday 
June 26th 2014 they will be performing to a 

much larger audience at the school's annual 

Drama Festival.  Put this date in your diaries 

as it promises to be a wonderful evening of 

entertainment! Mrs Bourne and Mrs Hall 
would like to thank all the students for their 

hard work and commitment to Drama Club 

over the past term and a half.  Drama Club 

will now take a break for GCSE and AS-Level 

practical exams and return after the Easter 
break.  

Mrs R Bourne, Head of Drama 

Speaker for Schools 
 

On January 31st Neil 

Darlison came into 

school and  provided 
an informative and  

entertaining talk on 

his experience in the  Arts Industry and the 

work of the Arts  Council  England.  Neil is 
currently Director of Theatre (London) at 

Arts Council England and was  previously 

Deputy Director and Head of  Programming 

at Warwick Arts Centre.  A group of over 60 
students attending the talk and  consisted of 

Post 16 Drama and Theatre Study students 

and a number of Gifted and Talented        

Performing Arts Students from Years 9, 10 
& 11. 

Drama Club's Pantomime showcase  

VICTORY FOR GIRLS      
FOOTBALL TEAM 
The Year 8 & 9 girls        

football team won the      
Wolverhampton Girls       

Football League winning every 
game.  This is the first time 

this has ever happened in 
these leagues and they have 
been running for 10 years.  
Well done ladies, top effort.  

 
Miss C Hinton, Head of PE 

Haydn Rowley, Year 8  
 Under 13s British Indoor Speedway  

Champion 
Year 8 student Haydn has been training with 
Wednesfield Aces and Wednesfield Dragons 
Speedway Club for 2 years now. He trains 
twice a week and was triumphant recently 
when he won the title of Under 13’s British 
Indoor Champion. The event took place in 

Coventry and he 
competed 
against over 20 other cyclists in 
his age group. His next            
competition is coming up at the 
end of March where he will       
compete in Club Championships. 
Great Work Haydn. 

   Georgia Sheppard, Year 7 

SHOTOKAN KARATE CHAMPION 
Georgia has been training in Shotokan 
Karate  for the past 6 years and is     
currently a Black Belt holder in the 
Sport. Georgia has taken part in a     
number of local and national            
competitions the most recent being an in 
house club competition where she won 2 
Gold’s, one for fighting and the other for 
KATA. Georgia is working hard towards 
achieving a second Dan later in 2014. 
Keep up the good work Georgia. 

Katy Murmanis, Year 9 
In December Katy tried out for the      
England Volleyball Cadets at the        
National Volleyball Centre in Kettering. 
During the trial she trained with the 
team and the feedback was that she 
‘coped very well’. Katy has now been     
invited for a second try-out at the end of 
February and if she is successful she will 
be invited to join the Under 16’s England 
Squad and will start training on a 
monthly basis in preparation for           
International games.  
Currently Katy trains with Tettenhall Tigers and Backcountry 
Girls (National League), and she is working hard towards the 
forthcoming National League games. This is an excellent 
achievement Katy, well done. 
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Parents Forum, Year 9 Options Evening, Charity, Sixth Form, Coppice Has Got Talent, School Production 

 
 

 

Date of next meeting - April 1st 2014 
5:30pm to 6:45pm in the Creative Zone 

Light refreshments provided 
New interest welcome 

 
The Parents Forum meets each term to        

discuss educational and extra curricular matters 
that affect Coppice students. This session, Mrs 
Lane will deliver a short presentation on IAG 

(Information, Advice & Guidance). This will 
include the support given to students during 

times of decision making such as Option   
choices and UCAS applications. There will also 
be an overview of the full IAG programme 

offered.  For further information please contact  
Mr S Clifton, Assistant Headteacher. 

 

 

On 31st January LEPRA celebrated its 90th anniversary.  

The charity was founded in 1924 and continues to fight 

against  disease, poverty and prejudice.  To mark the 

occasion Year 7 students were involved in a sponsored event.  As a thank 

you for fund raising the students were rewarded with a fun workout session 

led by a professional Fitness Instructor.  All the students worked really hard 

but Wightwick were awarded the ‘dance off’ winners.  Overall the students 

raised over £1000 with Moseley students raising the most money.  Coppice 

has  been involved with 

LEPRA for a number of 

years now and has so far 

raised over £5000 for the 

cause.   Well done to all  

students involved. 

Mr S Clifton, Assistant      

Headteacher 

   There was an excellent turnout at this years 
event which took place on Thursday 30th       

January. Students and parents were given the 
opportunity to meet with teaching staff to discuss 

the options available and gain information to help them make 
the very important decisions ahead.  All Option choices 
should now be secured but should you have any questions          
outstanding please see Mrs Minhas immediately. 

Students in Year 12 & 13 visited 
London to celebrate the end of term. 
The visit was planned and organised 
by Head Girl, Rebecca Smith and fellow Year 13 student Isabelle 
Peate.  On 19th December 2013 we set off early - meeting up at 
6:45am and made good time reaching London.  On arrival we visit-
ed Covent Garden, enjoyed a sightseeing tour led by Mr Clifton,       
visited the Christmas Winter Wonderland at Hyde Park and even 
saw the Queen drive past!  We even managed to squeeze in a little 
last minute Christmas shopping, before leaving the capital at 
6:30pm. The students all had an amazing time, and were absolutely          

delightful.                     Mrs K Lane, Director of Sixth Form                          

COPPICE HAS GOT TALENT 
On Friday 7th February Coppice held it’s very own talent 
show  hosted by Sixth Form students Molly Holmes &     

Callum Osborne.  The panel of Judges included, Head 
Boy Josh Holdcroft, Deputy Head Boy Liam Cotterill, Mrs 

Fletcher, Mrs Dowson, Head of Dance and Mrs Lacey, 
Head of Music. 
The 2014 winner was Alexis Brown Year 8 , who performed a self choreographed dance 

piece to ’Your Gonna Love Me’, from the West End Musical ‘Dream Girls’. In second place 
Holly Hill Year 7, performed ‘To Make You Feel My Love’ by Adele and in third place Chloe 

Evans Year 9 performed ‘I Am The Doctor’ on the piano. Well done to everyone who took 
part and thank you to friends and family who supported the evening.  

Mrs K Lane, Director of Sixth Form 
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